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Welcome! 
A warm welcome to our guests and visitors!  We pray that your spirit 
would be uplifted and your faith strengthened as we gather together to 
receive God's Divine Service.      
 
We recognize that little children may not be able to sit patiently through 
the entire worship service.  There is a ‘Cry Room’ just outside the 
sanctuary where parents may tend to infants during the service.  A 
window and speaker allow parents to continue to follow and participate in 
the service.  
 
Our Communion practice: This morning, we joyfully celebrate the 
sacrament of the Lord's Supper.  We believe that we receive Christ's 
body and blood in, with and under the bread and wine for the forgiveness 
of sins.  As we celebrate this sacrament, we also give public confession 
to our unity in the Christian faith. We  therefore invite all communicant 
members of any congregation of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod 
to commune. Guests are invited to come forward to receive a blessing.  If 
you would like to receive this sacrament here but are not a member, 
please speak with the pastor.   
 
Cell Phones: As Lutherans, we believe that God speaks to us through 
Word and Sacraments.  Therefore, please be sure to turn all cell phones 
off before entering the sanctuary. 
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+ THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT + 
 

PRELUDE Comfort, Comfort Ye My People     Johann Pachelbel 
 

(Stand) 
 

HYMN OF INVOCATION:  
            #331 THE ADVENT OF OUR KING 
 

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 
 

INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
EXHORTATION LSB 184 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess 

our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 184 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 
You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 
being. 

 
ABSOLUTION LSB 185 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of 
you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
(Sit) 



4 
 

+ THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH + 
 
HYMN:  
            #357 O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL sts. 3–4 
 
(As the Advent Wreath is lit, stanzas from "O Come, O Come, 
Emmanuel" are sung by a soloist. The congregation will join in on the 
refrain. As the candles are lit (one new candle each week), we count 
down toward our celebration of Jesus' first coming on Christmas, but we 
also wait in anticipation of his second coming. O Come, O Come, 
Emmanuel!) 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
 
(Stand) 
 
KYRIE LSB 186 

 

 
 
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-
begotten Son, that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You 
with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
C Amen. 
 
(Sit) 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 40:1–11 
1Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 
2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
 and cry to her 
that her warfare is ended, 
 that her iniquity is pardoned, 
that she has received from the LORD’s hand 
 double for all her sins. 
3A voice cries: 
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; 
 make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
4Every valley shall be lifted up, 
 and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, 
 and the rough places a plain. 
5And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 
 and all flesh shall see it together, 
 for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 
6A voice says, “Cry!” 
 And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
All flesh is grass, 
 and all its beauty is like the flower of the field. 
7The grass withers, the flower fades 
 when the breath of the LORD blows on it; 
 surely the people are grass. 
8The grass withers, the flower fades, 
 but the word of our God will stand forever. 
9Get you up to a high mountain, 
 O Zion, herald of good news; 
lift up your voice with strength, 
 O Jerusalem, herald of good news; 
 lift it up, fear not; 
say to the cities of Judah, 
 “Behold your God!” 
10Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, 
 and his arm rules for him; 
behold, his reward is with him, 
 and his recompense before him. 
11He will tend his flock like a shepherd; 
 he will gather the lambs in his arms; 
he will carry them in his bosom, 
 and gently lead those that are with young. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM Psalm 85 

 
1LORD, you were favorable  | to your land;* 
 you restored the fortunes of  | Jacob. 
2You forgave the iniquity of your  | people;* 
 you covered  | all their sin.  
7Show us your steadfast love,  | O  LORD,* 
 and grant us your sal- | vation. 
8Let me hear what God the  | LORD will speak,* 
 for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; 
 but let them not turn back to  | folly. 
9Surely his salvation is near to those who  | fear him,* 
 that glory may dwell  | in our land. 
10Steadfast love and faith- | fulness meet;* 
 righteousness and peace kiss each  | other. 
11Faithfulness springs up  | from the ground,* 
 and righteousness looks down  | from the sky. 
12Yes, the LORD will give  | what is good,* 
 and our land will yield its  | increase. 
Glory be to the Father and  | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy  | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever.  | Amen. 
 
EPISTLE 2 Peter 3:8–14 
 8But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day 
is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 9The Lord is 
not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient 
toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach 
repentance. 10But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the 
heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be 
burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it 
will be exposed. 
 11Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people 
ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, 12waiting for and 
hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens 
will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as 
they burn! 13But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens 
and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 
 14Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be 
found by him without spot or blemish, and at peace. 
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A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
(Stand) 
 
HOLY GOSPEL Mark 1:1–8 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
  
 1The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
 2As it is written in Isaiah the prophet, 

“Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 
 who will prepare your way, 
3the voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
 make his paths straight,’” 

4John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And all the country of Judea and 
all Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by him in 
the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with 
camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and 
wild honey. 7And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is 
mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop 
down and untie. 8I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 
(Sit) 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY:  
            #344 ON JORDAN’S BANK THE BAPTIST’S CRY 
 
SERMON 
 
(Stand) 
 
NICENE CREED 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
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And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living 
and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
(Each petition is concluded with, "Lord, in your mercy." Our response is, 
"Hear our prayer.") 
  
 - (If you would like to submit a prayer request, please use the form 
provided on the table in the Narthex.) 
  
(Conclusion) 
P ...through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever.  
C Amen. 
 
(Sit) 
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RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 
 
ORGAN OFFERTORY  
                If God Were Not With Us In These Times      J. N. Hanff 
 

(Stand) 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
 

PREFACE LSB 194 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
C It is meet and right so to do. 
 
PROPER PREFACE LSB 194 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and 

saying: 
 
SANCTUS LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 



10 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 162 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD LSB 197 
 
PAX DOMINI LSB 197 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 
AGNUS DEI LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
  
(Sit) 



11 
 

THE DISTRIBUTION 
[Please see the Communion Statement on the first page.] 
  

[Communion Wine: The lighter colored wine among the individual cups is 
de-alcoholized wine in which all the alcohol has been removed.] 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN:  
            #347 COMFORT, COMFORT YE MY PEOPLE 
 
(Stand) 
 
THANKSGIVING LSB 200 
A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
C and His mercy endureth forever. 
 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy 
You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and 
in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
SALUTATION LSB 201 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 
BENEDICAMUS LSB 202 
A Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
BENEDICTION 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
HYMN TO DEPART:  
            #352 LET THE EARTH NOW PRAISE THE LORD 
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POSTLUDE Toccata in D Minor Johan Ernst Eberlin 
 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), 

copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. 
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Announcements! 
 
The Prayers: In your prayers this week, please remember:  
 

Those in need of the Lord’s help with physical struggles:     
Angie Carlson —multiple sclerosis;  Matthew Gaug (Son of Peter and 
Evelyn Gaug— Lou Gehrig’s Disease); David Klipp (Brother-in-law of 
Sharon Klipp (recovery from Myasthenia Gravis disease); Jonathan 
Milhous (Nephew of Sharon Conover—autism with seizures); Megan 
Huesers (diabetes); Robert Sieber (heart/hip issues); Eleanor Keefe— 
problem with her eyes; Al Monray (friend of Krys Paules—leukemia); 
Alen Rowe (friend of Krys Paules—prostate cancer); Dave Willman 
(friend of Krys Paules—rare heart disease); Lucille (Former co-worker of 
Krys Paules—alzheimers); Corry Klipp (Sharon’s sister-in-law—
Alzheimer’s); Debbie Knight (Cousin of Laverne Pelletier—healing from 
transverse myelitis); Virgil Tilton (Friend of Moe and Becky Cote—
cancer);  Natalie Crowley (recovery from broken hip); Melba Larsen 
(Mark Larsen’s mother—recovery from stroke); Don Pryor (recovery from 
stroke); Brett Lambert (friend of Maira Goldsmith—heart defect); Robert 
Drageland (Brother of Rick Drageland—dementia); Beck Keefe (blood 
disorder); Andrea (friend of Keefe’s—cancer); Allen Treadwell (Michelle 
Hein’s father—cancer);  Donna Treadwell (Michelle Hein’s step-mother—
dementia); Russ Morris (David Morris’ father—recovery from illness); 
Peter Doran (recovery from heart problems); Lois Doran (recovery from 
cancer); Joan Drageland (recovery from illness); Vary Fischer (recovery 
from leg infection); Angela Gibbs (friend of Tom and Katie Huesers—
recovery from stroke); Abigail Quinlivan (Daughter of co-worker of Chris 
Batson—Leukemia); Melinda Penner (friend of Charlie MacPherson—
recovery from head injury); Vicky Lesmerises (friend of Krys Paules—
cancer); Cathy York (friend of Jenifer MacPherson—cancer); Nathanael 
Batson (successful treatments for tumors); Warren Waltz (friend of 
Jenifer MacPherson—colon cancer); Paula Collins (friend of Gail 
Carrano – shoulder surgery); Becky Cote (successful treatment for heart 
disease); Mo Cote (cancer treatment); Cecilia Foss (niece of James 
Breslin – recovery from back surgery); Aubri Brooks (friend of Maira 
Goldsmith – eye disease); Gail Carrano (recovery from surgery); 
Geraldine Abinader (Sister of Joan Drageland – dementia). 
 
Those in need of the Lord’s help with aging / life struggles:   
Joan Nielsen (Mother of pastor Nielsen); Ruth Kennedy (Grandmother of 
Christine Thomas); James Wright (Father of Becky Cote); Elfie Wright 
(Stepmother of Becky Cote); Glenna Wright (Mother of Becky Cote). 
 
The Flowers are given in memory of George Kohl and George Albert by 
Julie and Sarah Kohl. 
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Sunday Morning Bible Class and Sunday School 
For all ages from 10-10:30am every Sunday. The kids will meet in the 
Fellowship Hall and the adults will meet in the Sanctuary. 
 
Thursday Bible Study 
10:30am in the Fellowship Hall  
6:00pm via Zoom. 
If you would like to be added to the weekly email list for this class, please 
contact Pastor Akers.  
 
How Do I Consider Membership In This Congregation? 
Twice a year, pastor Akers teaches a 9 week  "Inquirer's Class" for 
everyone who would like to know what we believe, teach and confess. 
This class is the entryway into the congregation for everyone who would 
like to become a member or simply find out more. Please see pastor 
Akers to sign up now. 
 
Annual Congregation Meeting 
The annual meeting is scheduled for Sunday, December 13. Due to 
COVID-19, there will be adjustments to the usual way of conducting the 
meeting. See Newsletter and emails for more information. 
 
In The Service Of God’s House Today:   
Acolyte:       10:45 Andrew Farr  
Comm. Assist:           8:30 Charlie MacPherson 
                                10:45 Steve Farr 
Ushers:                    8:30 Brian Watson 
                             10:45 Dan Callahan 
Cantor:                    8:30 Jared Goldsmith 
                             10:45 Fernando Gouvea 
Greeters:                  8:30 Sharon Klipp 
         10:45 The Batsons 
Flowers:                      Julie and Sarah Kohl 
Altar Guild:                        Sharon Conover 
 
In The Service Of God’s House Next Sunday:  12/13/20 
Acolyte:       10:45 Allison Farr  
Comm. Assist:           8:30 Brian Watson 
                                10:45 Dan Callahan 
Ushers:                    8:30 Rick Drageland 
                             10:45 Mo Cote 
Cantor:                    8:30 Sharon Conover 
                             10:45 Steve Farr 
Greeters:                  8:30 The Dragelands 
         10:45 The Larsen Family 
Flowers:                      Julie and Sarah Kohl 
Altar Guild:                        Amanda Goldsmith 
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Prayers for Worship: 
For a selection of prayers for worship, please see the inside front cover 
of the Lutheran Service Book and/or pages 305-318 in your hymnal. 
 
Devotion During the Distribution: 
Either sin is with you, lying on your shoulders, or it is lying on Christ, the 
Lamb of God.  Now if it is lying on your back, you are lost:  but if it is 
resting on Christ, you are free, and you will be saved.  Now choose what 
you want.  According to law and justice, your sins should no doubt 
remain on you; but grace has cast them upon Christ, the Lamb.  If God 
were minded to reason with us on other terms, we would be done for.”  
(Martin Luther.  Sermon on John 1:29.  Nov. 3, 1537) 
 
Daily Lectionary Readings for this Week:   Read the bible every day.   
 

12/6 Isaiah 14:1-23 / 2 Peter 3:1-18 
12/7 Isaiah 24:1-13 / 1 John 1:1-2:14 
12/8 Isaiah 24:14-25:12 / 1 John 2:15-29 
12/9 Isaiah 26:1-19 / 1 John 3:1-24 
12/10 Isaiah 26:20-27:13 / 1 John 4:1-21 
12/11 Isaiah 28:14-29 / 1 John 5:1-21 
12/12 Isaiah 29:1-14 / Jude 1-25 

(Daily lectionary readings taken from LSB #299-304) 
 
Some helpful habits for home devotions: 
• Keep a journal or make a mental note of one thought that you would 

like to remember from this reading. 
• Read and discuss the daily reading with a family member or friend. 
• Choose one verse to commit to memory, reciting it through the day. 
• Speak to God in prayer about something from the reading that 

impressed or confused you.  
 


